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Dinner Theater “thrills” crowd

April 26, 2011: Chaos 
	
	 Dinner	 Theater	 is	 composed	 of	
three	 Saint	 Thomas	 Aquinas	 singing	
groups:	the	all	girls	chorale	and	concert	
choir	are	responsible	for	singing,	while	
the	show	choir,	otherwise	known	as	the	
Swingin’	Saints,	sing	and	dance.	It’s	the	
first	time	all	three	groups	have	done	a	
performance	 together	 this	 year.	 With	
four	practices	left	there	was	still	chaos	
and	stress.	
	 “Honestly,	 I	 thought	 we	 weren’t	
going	to	be	ready.	The	show	was	a	little	
rough	at	[Tuesday’s]	practice,”	sopho-
more	Alexis	Leikam	said.	
	 Even	 with	 the	 previous	 week	 of	
practice	 from	 six	 to	 nine	 every	 night,	
some	 still	 felt	 insecure	 about	 the	 per-
formance	 on	 Tuesday.	 Senior	 Katie	
Bourk,	 who	 choreographed	 all	 the	
numbers	along	with	some	help	from	ju-
nior	Ellery	Ernst,	was	worried	that	peo-
ple	weren’t	 going	 to	 learn	 their	 dance	
steps.	
	 “People	 didn’t	 learn	 the	 steps	 in	
time,	but	most	of	the	dances	were	por-
trayed	like	I	wanted	them	to	be,”	Bourk	
said.	 “We	 could	 have	 used	 one	 more	
practice.”	

	 On	 Tuesday,	 everyone	 looked	 a	
little	 off.	 Most	 people	 didn’t	 know	
the	words	to	songs	yet,	 let	alone	their	
dances.	Some	were	 feeling	 anxiety	be-
cause	of	the	short	amount	of	time	they	
had	 to	get	everything	pulled	 together.	
You	 could	hear	Bourk	yelling	out	 the	
dance	steps	and	senior	Dominique	Ves-
tal	 telling	people	to	get	 in	their	spots,	
but	 overall	 the	 seniors	 just	 wanted	 a	
great	performance	because	it	was	their	
last	one	before	graduation.	

April 28, 2011: Dress Rehearsal 

	 Seniors	Jake	Rea	and	Julie	Crooks	
were	the	hosts,	and	were	there	to	prac-
tice	their	cheesy,	but	funny	lines.	Some	
dances	 were	 still	 off,	 but	 sophomore	
Andrew	Walberg	wasn’t	worried.	
	 “It	 (Dinner	Theater)	 always	pulls	
together,”	Walberg	said.	
	 The	rest	of	the	choir	wasn’t	so	sure	
it	 would	 be	 the	 best	 it	 could	 be.	 Ac-
cording	to	chorale	member	sophomore	
Annie	 Quigley,	 two	 days	 before	 the	
performance,	 some	 still	 didn’t	 know	
the	dances	and	the	performance	needed	
a	 lot	 of	work.	 Junior	Megan	 Schilling	
agreed.	
	 “I	was	definitely	worried	on	Thurs-
day.		But	(Director	Joe)	Heidesch	add-
ed	a	 rehearsal	on	Friday	which	helped	
us	clean	up	all	the	numbers,”	Schilling	
said.	
	 Heidesch	appeared	just	as	stressed	
as	the	other	members	of	choir.
	 “He’s	never	 calm.	 It’s	 the	biggest	
(choir)	 performance	 we	 do	 all	 year.	

And	 the	 last,”	 junior	 Christy	 Jeffries	
said.	

April 30, 2011: Performance Day

	 After	all	the	preparation,	it	was	fi-
nally	time	for	the	hard	work	to	pay	off.	
Most	 of	 the	 students	 surprised	 them-
selves	with	how	well	everything	turned	
out.	According	to	Jeffries	and	Walberg,	
there	 was	 a	 huge	 difference	 between	

the	practice	Friday	and	the	actual	per-
formances.	 There	 weren’t	 too	 many	
mishaps	 on	 Saturday	 and	 the	 Sunday	
performance	was	even	more	flawless.		
	 “The	coolest	one	for	me	to	watch	
was	Thriller,”	said	junior	Emily	Wheel-
er,	 who	was	 in	 the	 audience	 Saturday	
night.
	

RYLEE SHEA
Reporter

Those in the 23rd annual Dinner 
Theater overcome early issues to 
put on a memorable production.

Jacob Dotterweich | The Shield

From left to right, junior Kaitlyn Wallace, senior Katie Martin and sophomore Andrew 
Walberg huddle at the front of the stage to sing “Bohemian Rhapsody.”  In addition to the 
famed classic rock song, a Disney montage and other show tunes were performed.

Jacob Dotterweich | The Shield

Senior Anthony Fortino belts out a high note during his solo performance of “Go the Distance” during the second night of Dinner Theater.  At various times throughout the night, different 
seniors had solo spots and duets, and the colleges all the seniors participating in the show will be attending were announced after the final song.

Continued on Page 2,
Theater

Senior absence gives underclassmen little to do

Seniors	 at	 Saint	 Thomas	 Aqui-
nas	 have	 their	 last	 day	 of	 classes	May	
6,	 but	 any	 juniors	 or	 sophomores	 in	
classes	with	mostly	seniors	will	contin-
ue	school	until	their	final	day	of	class,	
May	19.

Many	of	the	classes	here	have	stu-
dents	from	many	grade	levels,	but	there	
are	some	classes	that	have	primarily	se-
niors	with	 a	 few	 juniors	mixed	 in	 the	
class.	The	main	question	for	these	stu-

dents	is	what	they	will	do	once	the	se-
niors	leave.	Mathematics	teacher	Brain	
Schenck,	 loses	 about	 half	 his	Honors	
Pre-Calculus	class	when	seniors	finish.	
He	tries	to	makes	
the	 rest	 of	 the	
year	 enjoyable	
for	the	remaining	
class.

“My	 entire	
class	 takes	 the	
final	on	the	same	
day,	 then	 the	 re-
maining	 students	
in	 the	 class	 re-
view	 trigonometry	 for	 one	 class	 and	
then	 we	 play	 games	 for	 the	 last	 few	
days,”	 Schenk	 said.	 “There	 are	 only	
about	 three	 days	 without	 the	 seniors,	
so	there	isn’t	a	huge	difference.”

Junior	 Jonathan	Fortino	 is	 in	 Jim	

Halling’s	Calculus	I	class.	Fortino	said	
that	 there	 is	 an	 overwhelming	 major-
ity	 of	 seniors	 in	 the	 class.	 Once	 the	
seniors	 leave,	 only	 four	 juniors	 will	

remain,	 leaving	
them	 to	 enjoy	 the	
rest	 of	 the	 school	
year.	Last	year,	 the	
juniors	 went	 over	
to	 Schenk’s	 room	
during	 the	 last	 few	
class	 periods.	 For-
tino	 hopes	 they	
will	go	to	Schenks’s	
class	again	this	year.

“That	time	(after	the	seniors	grad-
uate)	 is	 usually	 spent	 having	 fun	 and	
playing	Wii,	 a	 lot	 like	 a	 big	 extended	
STAR	period,”	Fortino	said.	“It’s	pret-
ty	 awesome,	 and	 it	 really	 lightens	 the	
homework	 load	 from	 the	math	 stand-

point.”
In	 the	 foreign	 language	 depart-

ment,	Honors	Spanish	IV	and	V	share	
a	 classroom	 in	 the	 same	 hour.	 Junior	
Tucker	 Kennedy,	 Honors	 Spanish	 IV	
student,	does	not	know	what	the	class	
will	be	doing	but	he	is	definitely	going	
to	miss	the	seniors.

“I’m	 not	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	
seniors	 leaving	 because	 they	 provide	
most	of	the	entertainment,	and	there’s	
only	 four	 juniors	 including	me,”	Ken-
nedy	said.	

Kennedy	 said	 he	 still	 thinks	 that	
having	such	a	small	class	of	only	juniors	
will	be	really	fun	rather	than	awkward.

Even	 though	 the	 remaining	 stu-
dents	 only	 have	 a	 few	 class	 periods	
without	the	seniors,	those	interviewed	
agree	 that	 the	 school’s	 feel	 will	 differ	
with	a	fourth	of	its	students	gone.	d

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Reporter

With graduation approaching 
soon, underclassmen in classes 
with mostly seniors have free time 
for the remaining school days. “I’m not looking forward 

to the seniors leaving be-
cause they provide most 
of the entertainment.”

- Tucker Kennedy
junior

	 	Starting	this	year,	the	lunchroom	
has	 been	missing	 some	beverages,	 but	
removing	 sodas	 may	 not	 be	 making	
a	 large	 positive	 impact	 on	 students’	
health	or	lunchroom	profits.
	 The	reason	Treat	America	retract-
ed	 the	sugary	drinks	such	as	Dr.	Pep-
per	and	Sprite	is	because	Saint	Thomas	
Aquinas’	 drink	 provider,	 Coca-Cola,	
is	 part	 of	 the	American	 Beverage	As-
sociation.	 Last	 year,	 the	 government-
owned	group	issued	guidelines	limiting	
the	amount	of	sugar	per	serving	sold	in	
school	lunchrooms.	In	order	for	Aqui-
nas	 to	 abide	 by	 these	 new	 guidelines,	
sodas	 are	 no	 longer	 being	 sold	 in	 the	
cafeteria.	
	 For	 junior	 Mead	 D’Amore,	 the	
soda	withdrawl	 didn’t	make	 his	 lunch	
choices	any	healthier.
	 “I	 gained	 15	 pounds	 (this	 year),”	
D’Amore	said.	“I	would	buy	$10	worth	
of	food	every	day.”	
	 Chef	Brian	Leeper	agreed	that	get-
ting	rid	of	sodas	made	lunch	healthier,	
but	not	by	much.
	 “We	also	have	slushies	which	have	
just	as	much	sugar,”	Leeper	said.	“Old-
er	kids	 should	have	 the	 right	 to	make	
their	own	choices.”
	 Catering	Director	Marilyn	Tinker-
says	that	students	have	a	lot	of	healthy	
choices	available	to	them.	
	 “Our	 salad	bar	has	 a	wide	 variety	
of	colorful	items,”	Tinker	said.		“In	ad-
dition,	 all	 our	 deli	 sandwiches,	 wraps	
and	specialty	salads	are	made	fresh	ev-
ery	day.”
	 Leeper	 notices	 this	 too,	 saying	
that	 the	 cafeteria	 goes	 through	 a	 lot	
of	 salads,	 yogurts	 and	 chicken	breasts	
daily.
	 But	 for	 some	students,	 salad	 isn’t	
an	option.	D’Amore	said	 that	because	
of	lunches	being	so	crowded,	he	doesn’t	
have	 time	 to	 get	 a	 salad	 if	 he	wants	 a	
seat	at	a	table.	
	 The	 expulsion	 of	 sodas	 has	 also	
had	a	negative	financial	impact.
	 “When	we	had	to	remove	the	foun-
tain	machine	we	lost	a	lot	of	sales,”	Tin-
ker	said.	“Our	fountain	drinks	were	our	
third	most	popular	item	sold	in	the	caf-
eteria,	behind	cookies	and	fries.”
	 Sales	 of	 bottled	 waters	 as	 well	 as	
Powerade	and	Vitamin	Water	have	 in-
creased	this	year.	Taking	these	purchas-
es	into	account,	Leeper	said	that	only	a	
little	money	was	lost	overall.
	 	There	might	be	more	restrictions	
in	the	future.	Though	fries	and	cookies	
might	 not	 be	 on	 the	 chopping	 block,	
the	 government	 is	 planning	 on	 elimi-
nating	all	fryers	over	the	next	couple	of	
years.
								“There	will	be	even	more	restric-
tions	in	2012,”	Tinker	said.	d

TAYLOR RUISCH
Reporter

The absence of soda does little 
to affect the amounts of healthy 
food purchased by students.

No soda 
has little 
impact 
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Pieces allows students to 
show their artistic side

Students at Saint Thomas Aquinas 
depend on Pieces, the school’s literary 
magazine published annually in the 
spring, as one of their primary creative 
outlets because an abundance of 
students’ artwork, poems and pictures 
are considered by the staff of Pieces. 

Pieces released its 23rd edition 
this year. The magazine has been 
around since Aquinas opened. The 
12 members of the Pieces’ staff  are 
responsible for putting the magazine 
together, and though the staff changes 
every year, the magazine’s purpose and 
mission have stayed the same.

“Newspaper and yearbook 
showcase some fantastic journalistic 
writing and photography, but Pieces 
is a place for students who enjoy a 
more artistic style using any medium, 
especially words, cameras, pens, and 
paint to show some talent,” Pieces 
senior editor Casey Hancock said.  
“Of course, Pieces also provides an 
outlet of creativity, putting together 
the magazine, for people who don’t 
necessarily see themselves as artists, 
but do like to support the arts. It 
is quite awesome to see it all come 
together!” 

The process to submit something 
to Pieces is simple: email it to pieces@
stasaints.net or drop it off in the 
Pieces’ library basket. The offered item 
is then reviewed by the staff. 

“We take each and every item, 
take off the contributors name and 
have as many staff members as we can 
give each one a rating between one and 
three,” Hancock said. “One means 
‘heck yes, this needs to go into Pieces.’ 
Two means ‘maybe, it has some real 
potential.’ Three means ‘it’s sweet to 
submit, but I don’t know that we quite 
have enough space this year.’ Then, we 

just average the votes for each piece 
and rank them.” 

This year alone, 480 submissions 
were read and rated. The process 
from submission to the end of layout 
takes about eight months, with most 
selection decisions being made while 
the staff composes the pages. 

Staff members are constantly 
being added and anyone can join. They 
are allowed full artistic freedom with 
their page. Some students join in time 
to help with the initial meetings, while 
others begin closer to the deadline. 
Some students join as freshmen, but 
Hancock did not join until his junior 
year. 

“I started showing up at meetings 
and it was pretty interesting. When I 
was in middle school, I was the layout 
editor for the school’s monthly news 
mag(azine) thingy, so when we started 
doing the layout for Pieces, I felt at 
home and had a blast,” Hancock said. 

The Pieces magazine can inspire 
other students to join the staff as well. 

“I just decided to join Pieces this 
year. I did it because I was interested 
in how the magazine would be put 
together, and I figured it’s senior year 
... so why not? I also had an interest in 
graphic design, so I wanted to design 
something like the pages,” senior 
Jackie Wong said.  

Moderators, like English 
department chairwoman Sue Waters 
and librarian Barb Summerson, are 
a big part of Pieces as well. They do 
not help with writing or layout on 
the computer, but they do help solve 
problems.

According to Waters, laying out 
the magazine together is one of the 
hardest parts of the process. It is also 
difficult to get students to submit their 
work. Students also deal with these 
difficulties because organization and 
afterschool commitment is required. 

Despite this, Waters said she is 
delighted to have Pieces at Aquinas 
because it showcases the talent in the 
school.

Wong agreed, but said that it 
is also fun because the staff gets to 
experiment with computers.d

MADISON PETRACEK
Reporter

Students showcase their artistic 
talent through the creation and 
publication of the literary maga-
zine Pieces.

State Music Festival is successful

Continued from Front Page 
 It was also one of the most fun to perform 
for the choir. It took about 20 minutes all to-
gether to get ready, including the fake blood. 
 “I am most excited about seeing people’s 
faces after Thriller,” junior Scott Davis said, who 
performed Thriller along with the rest of show 
choir. 
 Another number the choir enjoyed per-
forming was the Disney Medley, a 17 minute 
non-stop combination of different Disney songs 
performed by all three choirs. It was the song 
that the most effort was put into. It had many 
different costume changes and constant going 
on and off the stage. 
 Senior concert choir member Bridget 
Angles sang a “Journey to the Past,” that really 
blew everyone away. Seniors Vestal and Court-
ney Kern, along with junior Joe Calovich, and 
Walberg sang the ensemble, “Light.” 

 “They did a really good job with ‘Light.’ It 
sounded so pretty, it gave me chills,” Wheeler 
said.  “You could tell the rest of the choir put a 
lot of hard work into the show, too.” 
For some members, it’s the first time they have 
ever done dinner theater. Freshman Madison 
Victor was excited for the last performance.
 “I’m just hoping I don’t mess up,” Victor 
said. 
 For the 14 seniors, Dinner Theater was the 
last performance on the Aquinas stage during 
their high school careers, with most of them 
performing in the play, musical or dinner theater 
since freshman year. 
 “I’m very, very sad,” Bourk said. ”I’m not 
ready to be done on the Aquinas stage yet.” 
 The underclassmen are also upset that the 
seniors are leaving. 
 “It’s going to be quiet,” Jeffries said. “But 
also we are losing so, so much talent.”  d

Of the 15 singers and 
instrumentalists from Saint Thomas 
Aquinas qualifying for the State Solo 
and Small Ensemble Music Festival, 
11 earned a one rating, the highest 
awardable score.  To participate in the 
State event, taking place at Newton 
High School, students needed to 
receive top marks at the previously-
held district competition.  

The participants for Aquinas 
included two freshmen, flutist Annie 
Schugart and trumpeter Hannah 
Leiker, who each got a one for their 
performances.  Both felt nervous 
before playing their technically 
demanding pieces in front of the 
judges, but felt happy to find success 
so early in their high school careers.

“I did the tempo right and 
everything, and I tried to be 
expressive, so I think I did pretty 
good,” Schugart said.  “I’m really 
excited because I didn’t think I’d get a 
one at State as a freshman.”

Many of the veteran musicians 
participating, including senior 
Paul Radke, found success at the 
festival.  Playing the trombone since 
fourth grade, Radke approached his 
performance with confidence.

“I’ve done this type of 
performance a lot, but you’re always 
a little nervous.  It’s good to have a 
few nerves to keep you on your toes,” 
Radke said.

Along with his solo piece, which 
ended up getting a one, Radke also 
joined seniors Caleb Brewer and Alex 
Nagle in a brass trio during the event.  
The group masterfully controlled 
their dynamics and the contrasting 
styles within their regal sounding 
composition as they also received a 
one.

Among the remaining musicians, 
sophomore Michael Peck earned a 

one for his marimba playing while 
sophomore Dan Killilea got a two for 
his timpani piece which at one point 
required him to tap the drums with his 
fingers instead of mallets.

With the opening night of Dinner 
Theater taking place that evening, 
many of the Aquinas participants had 
to rush back home soon after finishing 
their performances because of the 
more than two hour drive separating 
Newton and Overland Park.  This 
especially posed a challenge for the 
vocalists, who sought to preserve 
their voices while still making a strong 
showing at State.

“With Dinner Theater, my throat 
was really gone, and my voice is pretty 
gone right now,” said senior Katie 
Martin.  “We’ve been rehearsing a lot 
this week, so hopefully my voice keeps 
up for the performance tonight.”

Despite this challenge, the six 
singers involved all managed to score 
no lower than a two.  Unlike the 
instrumentalists, the vocalists were 
required to perform two pieces, with 
one written in a foreign language.  
Each of the singers approached the 
latter criterion with an approach that 
catered to their strengths as a singer.

Sophomore Christy Jeffries said, 

“I did ‘Se ‘Laura Spira’ and ‘Amazing 
Grace.’  I’ve always loved ‘Amazing 
Grace,’ and ‘Se ‘Laura Spira’ is in 
Italian, which I like because it is easy 
to sing.”

The biggest challenge for 
sophomore Andrew Walberg had to 
do with the sore throat he suffered 
from the morning before the event.  
With a few cough drops and water on 
the car ride up to Newton, however, 
Walberg managed to recover and hit all 
the high notes required of him.

“It sounds almost cocky, but 
German is very hard to sing and I 
seem to do it very easily,” Walberg 
said.  “It’s good to show to judges that 
you can do harder songs, especially 
since I’m only a sophomore.”

During a festival performance, 
the judges write suggestions for 
improvement to the musicians so that 
they know what to focus on for future 
competitions.  In addition to adjusting 
to these comments before State, 
those involved worked for months to 
adequately prepare their compositions 
for public display.

“It was definitely a lot of 
memorization going on and stress, 
working really hard and singing in the 
shower,” senior Katie Lind said. d

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-in-Chief

Performers from band and choir 
traveled to Newton, KS to partici-
pate in the State Music Festival 
after success at districts.    

Michael Carlson | The Shield

Senior Caleb Brewer practices his solo before he performs it in front of a panel of judges at the 
State Band Festival.
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Theater: Underclassmen saddened over 14 
seniors departing from the stage

Jacob Dotterweich | The Shield

Sophomore Jack Luther, freshman Austin Tedder and sophomore Andrew Walberg sing “I’m a Man of Constant 
Sorrow” at dinner theater.
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Creating your story at JCCC …

“College is 
not the end
goal; it is 
part of the 
journey.”   
Ben, Student

Johnson County 
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12345 College Blvd.
Overland Park, KS 66210
913-469-3803 | www.jccc.edu
“Like” JCCC at
facebook.com/JCCC411

 

How have you grown in your faith 
while being here at Aquinas? 
 I have had a chance to see how 
God influences a lot of people at 
Aquinas and how it affects each 
of them, which has caused me to 
examine my own relationship with 
God, and therefore strengthening it!
 
What have you been involved in 
that has changed your experience 
here?
       Being on the girls varsity team 
definitely gave me a little niche that 
I could easily fit into, and those girls 
have become my family. I’m really 
glad that I had the opportunity to be 
involved in such a great part of the 

Aquinas tradition. 

What is your favorite high school 
memory? 
       Going 25-0 and winning the 
2011 girls basketball 5A State 
championship my senior year.
 
What are your future plans? 
       I’m going to Brown University 
for their neuroscience undergraduate 
program. Maybe I’ll become a 
neurosurgeon one day

How has Aquinas prepared your 
for the future? 
       My peers at Aquinas has 
challenged me in every aspect 
of high school: life, academics, 
athletics, etc.  I am very thankful for 
that so that I am prepared to face 
challenges in the “real world.” 
 
How have you changed since 
freshman year? 
       I have definitely become more 
vocal and confident in myself. d
 

Girls’ Basketball star 
prepares for future

KATIE DRAPE
Entertainment Editor

Senior Nelly Weledji reflects 
on her high school career and 
looks forward to college.

After four years together on Stu-
dent Council, seniors Amanda Adrian, 
Jenna Boutte, and Lauren Strickler 
agree the time was stressful but it left 
them with wonderful memories.

They have advice learned from ex-
periences for the new StuCo members.

“Listen when you are supposed 
to and especially when you aren’t sup-
posed to,” Adrian said.  

Boutte agreed, “Plan ahead! It will 
take a lot of stress off your shoulders.”

While StuCo was  fun for them, it 
did have its difficulties.

“The most challenging is trying to 
manage time and plan ahead because, 
for our StuCo, things always came 
down to the last minute but we always 
got them done,” Strickler said.

Adrian, Boutte and Strickler have 
accomplished a lot, but they are espe-
cially proud of one in particular.

“I’d say our greatest accomplish-
ment is beating the record at Olathe 
Catholic Charities for the biggest do-
nation, then doubling it a year after,” 
Adrian said.

Strickler added, “I agree with 
Amanda, doubling what we brought 
last year was awesome because it may 
never happen again.”

Their time on StuCo created a 
close bond between the three of them. 

“My favorite part was the memo-
ries and friends I have made because of 
it,” Strickler said.

As their StuCo responsibilities 
end, the girls find it bittersweet.

“I honestly feel like it won’t ever 
be over,” Adrian said. “Believe it or 
not, we are still working, but I will 
miss the people and the feeling when 
you see people having fun and enjoy-
ing something you have put so much 
time and effort into. 

The girls have grown together. 
Now that it is over, they are grateful 
for the time that they had together. 

“I know these two girls already 
know this,” Adrian said, “but I love 
you both and I am  thankful that I got 
to spend every waking moment of the 
past four years with you. d

StuCo officers reminisce

KELSEY THOMECEZK
Senior Reporter

Senior StuCo representatives 
remember their favorite moments 
leading students.

Paul Quigley’s Aquinas Relations

Sister- 
Annie Quigley - Sophomore
 
First cousins - 
John O’Grady - Senior
Emily Seib - Junior
Jenny Kongs - Junior
Mary O’Grady - Freshman
 
Distant cousins- 
Sammy Setter - Senior
Katie Bourk - Senior
Max Wilber - Junior
Mary Kate Dierks - Junior
Molly Murphy - Junior
Maggie Bourk - Sophomore
Ellese Miller - Sophomore
Allie Dierks - Freshman

Seniors  
branch 
out
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        Missouri

Erin Thorne
Nicole Alfonsin

Margaret Bernard
Michelle McOsker

Rockhurst University

Roz Henn
Truman State University

University of 
Missouri

Bridget Angles
Analisa Bregant
Connor Casey

Robert Thomas Gavin 

University of 
Central Missouri

Richard Davila
Sara Rooney

Saint Louis University
Jen Saxer

Nathan Beasley
Kathryn Brown
Jenna Rosberg
Rachel Stompoly

Lindenwood University

Jamie Bouler
James Meyer

University of 
Missouri-Kansas City

Missouri Western 
State University

Emily Long

        Iowa

Drake University Iowa State University University of Iowa
Thomas Schermoly

Kyle Whigham
Lauren Thimmesch Joseph Winslow

Indiana

University of 
Notre Dame
Jillian Montalvo

Molly Porter

Wisconsin

University of 
Wisconsin

Claire Pavlovich
Maureen Treacy

Nebraska

University of 
Nebraska

Creighton 
University

James Myer
Katie Gould

Courtney Kern
Molly Khoury
Lisa Larcom 

Lauren Mistler
Mary Petersen

Raymond Shirley

Illinois

DePaul University
Benjamin Conde
Holly Hutchison

Madeline Johnston

Minnesota

University of 
Minnesota

Tyler Mann

Colorado

Colorado State University 

University of Denver 
Brenna Lynch

University of Colorado 

Elizabeth Amaro
Chloe Mugg

John Nelson

  New York

Casey Hancock

Le Moyne College
Katherine Duke

University at 
Albany

Kevin Robben

Saint John’s University
David Ilk

New York 
University

Kevin Buchanan

Vassar College

New Jersey

Seton Hall 
University
Alison Kruse

Massachusetts

Boston College

Rhode Island

Brown University
Nelly Welediji

Arizona

Arizona State
University

Nicholas Morello
Betsy Donahue

    Kansas

Joe Augustine
Matthew Bentler

Anne Clark
Francesca Fontana

Jack Kollars
Joe Kucharski

Thomas McCord
Caitlyn Oatman
Lauren Thorne
Dan Towsley
Jessica Wong
James Albert 

Joseph Augustine
Jordyn Beck

Alex Bellerive
Chloe Biron
Katie Bolin
Katie Bourk
Jenna Boutte
Caleb Brewer

Michael Carlson
Matthew Castinado

Kyle Colnar
Kelsey Craig

Joseph Downey
Clare Drilling

Daniel Ecklund
Katherine Elder
Evan Cummings

Max Frederes
Lindsey Gilroy

Daniel Gremillion
Kayla Hare

Lauren Hartzel
Tyler Hetzel
Joshua Hunt

Carey Jacquinot
Anne Jansen

Mallory Keating
Ryan Kelly

Jordan Kupersmith
Michael Linder

Austin Macfarlane
Matthew McKernan
Elizabeth Murphy

William Nagle 
Laura Negley
Kelly Novosel

Bridget O'Brien
Brandon Ogle
Trevor Petrie
Jonathon Pyle

Stephen Radetic
Colleen Reardon
Ashley Schroer
Michael Short

Danielle Spafford
Lauren Strickler

Kelsey Thomeczek
Elizabeth Voda 

Margaret Waggoner
Nicole Wasserman

Henry Whitney
Jackie Wong
Chris Wynne
Robert Young
Meghan Zych
Tanner Fox

Joe Hermsen
Lenny Licausi

Christopher Brown
David Gier

Andew Gittemeier
Christopher Gochis

Sahar Mohammadrabie
Donald Mulvaney

Paige Preheim
Jacob Rea

Shelby Short
Zachary Short

Dominique Vestal
Anna West
Jack Allen

Amy Anderson
Laura Assenmacher

Henry Bourquin
Nick Boxx

Jessica Clifford
Caity Concannon

Mitchell Cota
Drape, Anne
KaitlinDrape

Anthony Frook
Alicia Genilo

Megan Greene
Amanda Gress

Katherine Gwynn
Abigail Hadel
Austin Jacobs

Nathaniel Johnson
Drake Kuhlmann
Lauren Marquess
Kathleen Martin
Gabriel Maurer
Joseph Morin

Shane Nachbar
Margaret Neal
Blake Nelson
John O'Grady

Jillian Pfaff
Cassandra Plummer

Mary Kate Pruett
Paul Quigley

Laura Reynolds
Anna Sabatini

Spencer Scheve
Joshua Christian Searl

Samantha Setter
Alex Weitkamp

Jake Wernel
Luke Steele

University of Kan- Kansas State University

Bridget Dupin
Courtney Hinemeyer

Mason Hutchison
Meghan Kaveski
Garrett Looney

Jonathan McMurtrey
Craig Meixelsperger

Natasha Boyer
Justin Walberg
Stacey Warren
Kyle Saunders

Johnson County 
Community College

Pittsburg State 
Meghan Zych

Kyle Kane
Michael Moritz

D'Juan Anthony Thomas
Kyle Brown

Kimberly Farrell
Rylan Leahy
Katlyn Marx

David Richardson
Jacob Schmidt

Benjamin Stephan 
Tayler Vena

Alexandra Weyers
Erin Thorne
Lili Prince

Coffeyville Community College
Pat Corrigan

DJ Lynn

Dale Thompson

Emporia State Univer-

Benedictine College
Kelly Whiteside
Madeline Bixler
Natalie Bunker
Moira Cullings
Rachel Jacobs

Cody Johnson-Prothe
Katherine Lind Fort Scott 

Alex Drew

Georgia

Shorter
University

Isabella Baldacci

Savannah College 
of Art and Design

Julie Crooks

Oklahoma

University of 
Oklahoma

DaShawn Harden
Morgan Schlatter
Shannon Sherman

Louisiana

Loyola University 
New Orleans
Jake McGroder

Arkansas

University of 
Arkansas

Brenna Carey
Samantha Gerner
Michael Hartung

Sarah Heilman
Kaitie Herdegen

Josh Kurelac
Alaina Moran

Gabriela Robinson
Brittney Shieber
Taylor Schulte

Blake Sell
Mackenzie Stalp

Libby Steele
Mallory Steele

Florida

Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical 

University
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Texas

Baylor
University

Shannon Valverde

University of
Dallas

Erin Doherty
Anthony  Shoulta

Emily Wilson

Texas Christian
University

Amanda Adrain
Alex Chartrand

Anthony Fortino
Paige Vickers

Texas A&M
Cody Powell

Military

Marines Infantry
Jake Weller

Undeclared

?
Madeline Cochran

Jacob Berggren
Kyle Bonham
Brain Davied

California

Azusa Pacific UniversityColburn School
San Diego State
Katherine Cazzato

Tennessee

Lipscomb 
University
Lauren Ford

Zach Bettis

Dagan Reed

Caitlin Rixey

Paul Radke Katherine Logan



  
 As the senior class’ four years at Aquinas 
come to a close, they are called to reflect upon 
many things they have experienced including 
what they’ve worn, bought and criticized in 
their time here at Aquinas.

Freshmen year
 As they entered as pure, innocent fresh-
men, with the long, plaid Bermuda shorts, 
they had no idea what to expect. The first day 
of school they displayed their best skin-tight 
Hollister polo, with ballet flats everywhere. 
People throughout the year wore a variety of 
vests, flats, Uggs (yes they were still popular 
back then) and North Faces. Only a select 
few were invited to the future trend of Nike 
high-tops and Sperrys. There was also a fight 
among students and the administration on 
the legality of moccasins. Thin headbands 
were a strong trend, and very straight hair. I 
do believe there was a spotting of a kimono 
once, and also the noise of heels tapping down 
the halls on more than one occasion. Hood-
ies were still legal in the halls at this point, so 
whenever a freshman got a new one, they were 
sure to wear it non-stop.

Soundtrack of the year: Soulja Boy, Low, 
Cyclone 

Sophomore year
 Sophomore year there was more experi-
ence. There were fewer flats and more Sperrys. 
The North Face still dominated the winter 
jacket, and Vera Bradley was everywhere. Ed 
Hardy shoes, which are often scary and cause 
nightmares, were the shoe of the year. Yes, 
Uggs were still popular. Crewnecks became 
more of the norm as hoodies, though still 
popular, were losing ground. This seemed to 
carry over to the administration, seeing that 
it was the last year to wear spirit sweatshirts 
all day, everyday. Skinny jeans were intro-
duced, though did not 
become fully popular 
until later in the year. 
Gladiator sandals were 
a new item, though 
not many people at 
the time were ready 
to be mistaken for a 
Roman. High-waisted skirts and dresses made 
to look like a skirt and shirt became popular at 
this time as well.

Soundtrack of the year: Viva La Vida, Distur-
bia, Heartless

Junior Year
 Enter White V-Neck. The v-neck may 
also be tie-dyed. Sperrys were the shoe that 
everyone had. If a person was to look down 
they would see one of two shoes: Sperrys or 
Nike hightops. Skinny jeans were everywhere. 
People also started to wear leggings as pants, 
which led to jeggings. Tights underneath the 
uniform skirt were also popular. Along with 
tights as part of the uniform, button down 
shirts became popular as well. Cross-body 

bags were the go-to when a purse was needed. 
If anyone wanted to give their hair an uplift, a 
large flower could simply be added. Uggs were 
still popular……. Oh and rompers allowed 
one to romp around town.

Soundtrack of the Year: Bad Romance, I 
Gotta Feeling, anything from Glee

Senior Year
A philanthropic idea was behind the creation 
of Toms, which seemed to spread at Aqui-
nas like wild fire. Also the issue of gladiator 

sandals was also created, 
seeing that it was con-
fusing as to which kind 
are legal, thus basically 
making all of them legal. 
Tights also were worn 
under the skirt as well. 
Leggings, yoga pants, 

running tights, and jeggings are all acceptable 
to be worn in the place of normal pants. Rain 
boots and riding boots also are worn often. 
Uggs remained popular. Though North Faces 
are still worn, the Patagonia jacket is coming 
on strong to take over. 
 Trends such as Maxi skirts, bell-bottom 
jeans, and the middle part seem to be coming 
as a throwback to the ‘70s seems to be coming 
back in the fashion world. I hope some day we 
can look back on what we’ve worn; things we 
may compare to puffy sleeves, Crocs, or even 
overalls and realize that at the time, we were 
looking good.

Soundtrack of the year: SANDSTORM d

What kind of challenges does a 
Christian artist face?
 Well, you know, I always wrote 
semi-spiritual music.  I wrote about 
me, and I’m a pretty spiritual guy, so 
obviously that came out in my music.  
After we released our second record, 
called “Waiting for You,” I was talking 
to my buddy Josh who produced that 
record and I said ‘I really think I want 
to do a worship record’ and he was 
like ‘Well, what do you mean?” and I 
was like ‘I want to do songs that aren’t 
necessarily about my life, but a collec-
tion of songs that people would get 
deeper into worship by listening to.’   I 
mean if they listening to it, they’d be 
praying it.  
 It was a challenge because I’d 
never done anything like that, and 
I had written a couple of spiritual 
songs, but it really challenged my 
songwriting.  I wanted stuff that those 
in Church would listen to and that 
people wouldn’t necessarily be like ‘oh, 
that sounds Christian,’ or ‘Oh, that 
sounds churchy.’  We wanted stuff 
that sounded relevant and real, but 
still had a great message and still was a 
worship experience when you listen to 
it.  
 There are a lot of people out there 
who were really shocked and probably 
stopped coming to shows because we 
were a Christian band.  I could bust 
out all the different Bible verses about 
how Jesus tells us you will be hated 
because you follow 
me, and you will 
be disliked, but 
your reward in 
heaven is great.  
 I’ll be honest, 
when I’m on stage 
playing to 150 
people and it’s a 
secular event, sure 
that’s fun and it’s 
a blast, but when I’m on stage playing 
to 50 Christians and playing Chris-
tian music, that’s when I feel most at 
home.  That’s when I feel I’m doing 
what I’m supposed to do because I 
was given a gift from God, and the 
best thing you can do with a gift from 
anybody is to use it, and so if you’re 
not using it for that or that’s not the 
basis, it’s almost like wasting the gift.
 The thing is a lot of people want 
to have their cake and eat it too.  They 
want to be mainstream, but then they 
also want to have the Christian fans, 
and so then what they do is that they 
make these songs that are kind of 
Christian—they’re just positive—and 
so the Christian people love it and 
claim it to be Christian, and the secular 
people don’t care because they just like 
the song. 
 I don’t think we play that game.  I 
think we just are who we are.  If you 
buy our “Waiting for You” record, it’s 
good music, and when you buy our 
newest record, it’s good music, and we 

don’t care what people are going to la-
bel us.Whether we’re a Christian band 
or not, we’re just playing the songs 
that we feel we need to play.
 To me, it was tough growing up 
because I was surrounded by a lot 
of Christian music, and originally I 
thought that Christian meant not as 
good.  If it’s Christian music, then 
why don’t they just do mainstream? 
Through a lot of the musicians I’ve 
met, I’ve found out that that’s not the 
case.  There are Christian musicians 
out there who play only Christian 
music who I know for a fact are better 
than many of the mainstream artists 
today.  
 The thing is that the motivation 
for mainstream artists might be for 
their own personal glory.  A Christian 
guy, the reason he’s doing his music 
is for God’s glory.  The Christian guy 
isn’t worried about playing the biggest 
shows and being the most successful 
because all he’s trying to do is promote 
God.  Somebody who is doing it for 
their glory are going to be the ones 
that are out there trying to get on the 
radio and do all this other stuff, and 
they might come across to the public 
as more successful, but that’s because 
they’re only doing it for them and they 
aren’t doing it for God.
 There are some exceptions: some 
Christian artists that are known all 
around the world and some very tal-
ented people who aren’t Christian who 
aren’t getting any luck.  I think for 
the most part, I was wrong in think-
ing that Christian music meant boring 

or contrived or 
lame.  It’s very 
humbling to eat 
your own words 
when all of a 
sudden, you’re 
writing Christian 
songs for people.

So what’s your 
new album, “All 

For You” like?
 Live, people are really digging 
it because when we wrote a lot of 
those songs, we purposely put them 
at a speed and a feel that when we 
performed them, they would go over 
well.  If you ever notice whenever you 
go see a live band and they’re playing 
a slow, dreary thing, sometimes that’s 
cool, but sometimes it makes people 
say ‘now it’s time to go to the bath-
room’ or that’s when they get out of 
there.  We wanted to write songs that 
kept people’s attention and didn’t give 
anybody an excuse to turn off the song 
or walk away during the song.
 Our songs have been really well 
received by the people we’ve been 
playing them to.  We’ve written them 
in a way that makes them very catchy 
in the way that by the end of the song, 
you’re singing along and you know it 
by the end.  Like I said, the only thing 
has been people’s reactions who don’t 
know that we’re a Christian band and a 

band of Christian guys.

Was this religious mes-
sage as clear on the first 
album?
 Probably not as clear.  
There were a couple of 
songs where I mention 
I was praying to God, 
but they weren’t worship 
tunes.  A worship tune is 
just that: you’re praising 
God in the song itself.  
These songs were more 
about my life and maybe 
it was like a third person 
talking about what was go-
ing on in my life.  So, you 
got a glimpse of who I was, 
but it wasn’t a worship 
experience.  
 There were a couple 
songs on there that have 
been used on different 
Kairos retreats and dif-
ferent retreats around 
the area because they 
are very spiritual, they 
just aren’t the kind of 
songs you would play in a church or 
play at a youth rally because they don’t 
have that intention of worship.

What song(s) best represent your 
band’s musical style?
 Our style is changing all the time 
and we purposely try to do that.  I 
mainly write all the songs, but I write 
them with the approval of the other 
guys.  I write all the songs with the 
other guys in mind and what they like 
to play, but when we write songs, we 
specifically try to keep people guess-
ing.  We don’t want people to say ‘oh, 
this sounds like all their other stuff,” 
and so we really 
do try to change it 
up.
 I’d say if 
people wanted 
to see where our 
music is going, 
it’s the last track 
on the record called “Yours Forever,” 
which is a lot more electronic.  I could 
see us going in that direction, but I 
haven’t started writing songs for the 
new record yet.  When we were writ-
ing “Yours Forever,” we knew it was 
something pretty special.  Everything’s 
pretty special, but we felt the most 
uncomfortable writing that song, and 
that’s a good thing because that forces 
you to grow in your music and all that.
 “All For You” is probably the 
most accurate to what we’ve been 
doing the past few years, but “Yours 
Forever” is going to be the one that I 
think we’re going to be modeling a lot 
of out songwriting after.

How can fans get the new album?
 We’re on iTunes, if you want to 
do that.  That seems to be the easiest 
way to get a hold of us.  If you go to 
our website (www.mikeyneedleman.
com), you can order the new record 
as a hard copy.  We really take pride in 
the whole experience of the new CD.  
It isn’t just the music.  If it was just 
the music, we would put on iTunes 
and not worry about our album art, 

but the physical copy has the album 
art, the credits, and the track order—
sometimes when you download stuff, 
you don’t listen to it in the order of 
the CD—it’s got the physical CD that 
has artwork on it.  
 For us, it’s really important be-
cause we want it to be a multi-sensory 
type of experience, not just something 
you put on your iPod and listen to.  
Which is great, don’t get me wrong, 
we love when people download our 
music on iTunes, but for those people 
who are really wanting to get into our 
music, we suggest the hard copy so 
that you can see all the intricacies that 
we spend a lot of time on.

What else are 
you doing in 
the community 
outside of your 
band?
 I am a 
youth minister, 

but I was the youth minister at Holy 
Spirit.  We have a new one now, but 
I am the music minister there.  In my 
whole big scheme of things, I want 
to back away from anything that isn’t 
music.  Youth ministry is great.  I love 
the kids, and I really do miss it a lot, 
but going to a music ministry posi-
tion makes me focus on music more 
and makes me play.  I play at 6:30 p.m. 
Mass at Holy Spirit, which has been 
really successful.  I see a lot of Aquinas 
students there all the time because 
it’s a good time and the music is more 
upbeat.
 I also teach music part time at 
Nativity Monday through Wednesday, 
which is great.  I also do a lot of stuff 
for the Archdiocese.  Every Thursday, 
I go up to Maur Hill, the high school 
up in Atchison, and I play mass there.   
On Sunday mornings, I play drums at 
a Lutheran church out in Shawnee.  So 
everything that I do is music focused.
 The overall goal is to be com-
pletely self-employed playing music, 
and right now I work for a couple of 
different places, but the overall goal 

is to at some point live on that alone.  
It’s been really cool to see the fruits of 
my labor come.

Anything else?
 Everything is on our website.  
We’re doing more and more private 
shows and less public shows, so any 
time there’s an all-ages public show, 
we really would suggest trying to make 
it out because it might be a little while 
before we try and do it again.  
 Personally, the one thing I want 
to let everyone know is that I’m very 
proud to be an Aquinas alumnus.  I’m 
proud to share I’m a Catholic and I’m 
proud to share that I’m from Aquinas.  
I love coming back to Aquinas and I 
love the teachers and the students.  I 
love being welcome there.  At the very 
least, in this article, it’d be awesome 
to say thank you for everyone who’s 
made me feel so welcome at Aquinas 
throughout the years and made me feel 
special.  There are very few musicians I 
know that have any allegiance whatso-
ever to their high school, so I consider 
myself very lucky to be from Aquinas, 
and the wall don’t lie. d

Mikey’s “All for You” shows new style

All For You Tracklisting
1. All For You

2. Your Love Will Reign Victorious

3. Only You

4. Look Around You

5. Your Words 

6. Yours Forever

Courtesy of mikeyneedlman.com 

The Mikey Needleman Band hopes to allow its listeners to enter deeper into worship through their newest 
record “All for You”. Some songs on the newest record are meant to be more spiritual, less worship.
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In Interview Part 2, alumnus Mikey 
Needleman describes the chal-
lenges of being a Christian artist.

ROZ HENN
Freelance Reporter

The hoodies, skin-tight polos and Uggs 
from 2007 evolved into gladiator san-
dals, jeggings and Toms by 2011.

Local style went from Bermuda to Patagonia 

“Our style is changing 
all the time and we pur-
posely try to do that.”

- Mikey Needleman

“When I’m on stage play-
ing to 50 Christians and 
playing Christian music, 
that’s when I feel most at 
home.”

- Mikey Needleman

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor in Chief

Hoodies were still legal then, 
so freshmen were sure to 
wear a new one non-stop.
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As a typical freshman, I went into 
Senior Mass visualizing my gradua-
tion from Saint Thomas Aquinas and 
realizing how distant it was. I was 
anxiously and excitingly awaiting my 
graduation. Watching the seniors walk 
up to the altar and share their personal 
memories with the entirety of the 
school, I focused upon these nicely 
dressed girls and boys, now women 
and men, and pondered what they 
had thought of, what they had looked 
like and what they had dreamed of as 
freshmen. I watched Mass go on like 
any other, but with addition of the 
reminiscent song vocalized gracefully 

by the senior choir members and the 
always-deserved department awards, 
commemorating the brightest and 
most talented students of the class.

The two defining moments of 
the Mass were the senior speeches. 
Every year the cycle is repeated, and I 
heard those seniors’ favorite moments 
throughout their high school journey. 
I felt the speakers’ joy, sadness, and 
love for their fellow peers. I was, for 
just a brief moment, a part of their 
four-year experience. 

Finally, as a senior, it is my turn to 
experience the reality of growing up 
and moving on from high school. The 
first of the three major events, mark-
ing the end of the senior year, are the 
senior Mass speeches. Nick Morello 
and St. Teresa’s transfer Emily Wilson 
have been chosen to give the memo-
rable senior speeches. They are handed 
the immense job of expressing their 
personal stories and the entire classes’ 
experiences in a single five-minute 
speech. It is this 2011 senior class’ turn 
to experience this reminiscent finale of 
high school.

This duty comes with a tryout 
process in which students who want 
to uphold the expectations of the 

class decide to go up against theology 
teacher Mary Ann Hilgers, theol-
ogy teacher and STAPLES modera-
tor Phyllis Distler and President Bill 
Ford. In the end, Wilson and Morello 
impressed these three and became the 
senior Mass speakers. 

Though these speakers are sure to 
make a wonderful example of seniors’ 
time in high school, the strictness of 
the process 
is somewhat 
questionable. 
The edit-
ting is to be 
expected with 
last year’s 
speeches, 
which includ-
ed unplanned inappropriate references 
to parties and illegal activities. But 
the audition process could be easily 
reformed in such a way to appease the 
students. 

Therefore, implementing a voting 
process for senior speakers is desir-
able in order to ensure the students are 
satisfied with placing such a momen-
tous task on a student. The student 
candidates would only consist of those 
who are up to the task and, there-

fore, are more than likely competent 
in writing a speech. Much like Pax 
Christi, students would vote online 
for about six or so students who they 
would like to represent the class, but 
the guidelines and criteria would be 
made much clearer. With the results, 
the decision pool could be narrowed 
down to around the top six. From 
there the faculty could run their audi-

tions, filtering out the 
speakers who may not 
represent the class 
strongly. 

This process would 
allow students to 
feel like a part of the 
decision to entrust 
these two students 

with summarizing our highs and lows, 
triumphs and defeats as well as show 
some personal flair. These two defin-
ing moments of Senior Mass are now 
ours to witness. Though Morello and 
Wilson will do more than an admirable 
job, this new procedure would leave 
the students confident in the speaker 
and their ability to present the class’ 
beloved memories. d

Seniors should get to vote on Senior Mass speakers
Student voting on Senior Mass 
speakers should be implemented 
to make the process fair.

The seniors win and the freshmen 
lose. This happens nearly every single 
year of class competition. It is not re-
ally a competition anymore.

There is hardly ever a change 
in the rankings. The freshmen place 
fourth, sophomores third and so on.  
Students team up with people who are 
already their friends against the other 
classes, leading to a bit of animosity 
between the grades at Saint Thomas 
Aquinas.

At St. James Academy, there are 
six communities. Each has five or six 

houses, a teacher leader and two cap-
tains. Each house has a teacher mentor 
and four captains (one from each 
class). This makes for a total of 95 
student leader-
ship positions, 
all elected. The 
houses work 
together to 
compete against 
the other com-
munities. 

This system at St. James has stu-
dents from different grades working 
together, allowing students to make 
friends they wouldn’t usually have the 
opportunity to make. Typically stu-
dents have classes, eat lunch, and play 
on sports teams with others their own 
age; they shouldn’t have a problem 
finding friends their own age with all 
those opportunities.

The community system gives 
them a chance to branch out to the 
other grades and make connections. 
Knowing a senior as a freshman can 
be helpful in later years when you’re 
searching for a job or the right friends 

in college.
This year, the seniors won the 

Tape Wall event at Spring Olympics 
with an original idea that let them keep 

their contestant 
on the wall 
indefinitely. It 
is likely that 
next year that 
strategy will 
be forgotten 
because ev-

erybody involved has graduated. The 
class system lets students pass on tips 
and tricks to not only win competi-
tions but to enjoy and learn about the 
school’s history.

The fact that class competition 
has always been done in the same way 
is no excuse to keep class versus class 
competitions. The way things are 
going, they will never change. Being 
part of Student Council is more about 
learning leadership skills that will help 
later in life, and with so few leadership 
positions, few Aquinas students get to 
experience and learn those skills.

Repeating the cycle of who wins 

and who loses takes the fun and 
competition out of the school events. 
Freshmen and sophomores often don’t 
participate because they know that 
they will lose to the upperclassmen. 
The faculty needs to make the switch 
to a new system to get all of the school 
involved in class competitions.d

Class competition reinforces splits 

 Homework is assigned to help 
further students’ mastery of the 
subject they are being taught, but the 
way homework is currently being ap-
proached by teachers is actually harm-
ful, not helpful.
 Homework is time-consuming, 
especially if a student is assigned large 
amounts of work like multiple page 
essays or math packets.  
 A study by Duke University 
Psychology Professor Harris Coo-
per found if high school students do 
more than two hours of homework 
per night, their test scores actually get 
lower. It is also not a coincidence that 
high-scoring nations such as Japan and 
Denmark assign less homework while 
lower-scoring nations like Iraq and 
Thailand pile on homework, with no 
improvement on standardized tests. 
 Homework also increases cheat-
ing. Denise Pope, author of “Doing 
School: How We Are Creating a Gen-
eration of Stressed-Out, Materialistic, 

and Miseducated Students,” found 
that 90 percent of students copy their 
homework from other sources.  
 If student workloads were less-
ened and homework was taken for a 
completion grade instead of each ques-
tion being individually marked right or 
wrong, the need to copy answers from 
other students would not be necessary. 
Students will no longer be afraid to get 
answers wrong, but will still be held 
accountable for actually attempting 
and completing the assignment. 
 When each question is graded, 
it can lower grades 
drastically. Hard-
working students 
who do their home-
work without cheat-
ing may get lower 
grades than students 
who cheat off the 
best students, which 
is not fair to those 
who do not cheat. A 
student should not 
be expected to get every question right 
on homework. It is a learning process. 
Students can learn from their mistakes 
and use it to be successful on tests and 
quizzes. 
 The counterargument for some 
teachers is that completion grading 
and less homework loads are not an 
option. Taking homework for credit 
offers an incentive for students to try 
their best. Large assignments can help 
students master the subject by giving 
them more practice. 

 But this approach is wrong. 
Students who do not attempt home-

work will receive 
the same grades 
as they have 
before, but a new 
system ensures 
that students who 
try their best are 
not punished for 
getting answers 
wrong. Assigning 
smaller workloads 
has been proven 

by Pope to actually improve students’ 
learning. It takes time for students to 
grasp the lessons they were taught, and 
giving them many assignments and 
then grading them for credit is not the 
way to ensure success. 
 Homework needs to be checked 
over and redone in a way that doesn’t 
stress out students. Sometimes less is 
more, and when students can possibly 
benefit from a change it is worth a try.
d

Homework needs corrections

JOE	KENNEDY
Reporter

Class competition should be 
replaced with St. James’ idea to 
build a community. 

TAYLOR	RUISCH
Reporter

Teachers need to adjust home-
work methods to make it more 
productive and fair

MITCHELL	COTA
Managing	Editor

“This process would al-
low students to feel like a 
part of the decision ”

- Mitchell Cota

High-scoring nations 
such as Japan and 
Denmark assign less 
homework than lower-
scoring nations like Iraq 
and Thailand.

The community system gives 
students a chance to branch 
out to the other grades and 
make connections.

 Saint Thomas Aquinas girls should 
plan now to donate hair to Wigs Out 
next year.
 It takes awhile for some girls to 
grow eight inches of hair, so consider-
ing Wigs Out now could be the key to 
growing it out as long as possible.
 This year, 93 girls donated their 
hair at the Wigs Out assembly. Being 
able to go through the experience of 
cutting off hair along with that many 
people definitely lends support for 
those who are nervous. Girls should 
donate their hair at the assembly be-
cause they will not be alone.
 For freshman Kathleen Mitchell, 
deciding to cut her hair was a selfless 
decision.
 “I cut my hair because I knew if 
I were to lose my hair I would feel in-
secure and self-conscious about being 
bald,” Mitchell said. “I know that girls 
who have cancer must feel like that, 
too, so I wanted to donate my hair to 
give them comfort and help them feel 
normal.”
 Do not miss the opportunity to 
change the life of a cancer patient.
 Mitchell suggests other girls cut 
their hair at Wigs Out because it really 
helps them realize and relate to how 
girls with cancer feel when they lose 
their hair.
 “I realized in the big picture some-
body else needed my hair more than I 
did,” Mitchell said. “I would encourage 
other girls to donate because it is a re-
ally amazing experience.”
 Some girls worry their hair will be 
too short if they donate. They should 
not brush off Wigs Out before they 
have really thought about it. They 
should measure their hair and that 
might change their mind.
 Instead of imagining what they 
would look like after donating hair, 
they should imagine what a cancer pa-
tient feels when they look in the mir-
ror and see no hair at all. They should 
imagine what a change they could be in 
that one person’s life.
 Do not dismiss the idea of Wigs 
Out before thinking about the differ-
ence eight inches of hair can make. d

Start preparing 
for Wigs Out 
2012 now
Girls need to start preparing now 
so they have enough hair to make 
a big difference next year

ANNIE	QUIGLEY
Reporter
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In	Brief:
•	 More	homework	is	not	a	proven	

method	to	improve	test	scores.
•	 More	homework	increases	the	

motivation	to	cheat.
•	 Lots	of	graded	homework	pun-

ishes	honest	students	the	most.
•	 Teachers	should	assign	more	

homework	for	a	completion	
grade.

In	Brief:
•	 Class	competition	results	are	

repetitive.
•	 Splitting	students	into	commu-

nities	leads	to	more	leadership	
positions.

•	 Communities	also	gets	stu-
detns	from	different	grades	
working	together,	and	lets	se-
niors	mentor	younger	students	
instead	of	trying	to	defeat	
them.

•	 Communities	last	for	years	in-
stead	of	expiring	at	graduation.
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A Year in Moments
 From the nationally-televised game to the unprecedented 
winning streak. From the eighth straight title to the revival of a 
team. From the grudge matches and brawls to the celebrations 
of victory. From the unstoppable golfer to the unstoppable fan 
base. The 2010-11 year has been one defined in unforgettable 
moments. Here are just a few photos to make sure that these 
moments are never forgotten.
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